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WELCOME
We acknowledge that this event and Sheridan College sit on the 
traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nations, 
Anishinaabe Nation, Huron-Wenday, and the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy. It is our collective responsibility to honour and to 
respect those who have come before us, those who are here, and 
those who have yet to come. We are grateful for the opportunity to 
be working on this land. 
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We are thrilled you are able to join us for this day of learning & celebration! 
Our theme for this second sparkTALKS gathering focuses on the transformative 
power of teaching and learning. Drawing on the experience and reflection of our 
keynote facilitator, Dr. Trent Tucker, we ask you to pause and to think about your 
roots, your early days, and what began your journey in teaching and learning 
some time ago. Was it an idea? A question? A dilemma? What was that spark 
and how has it grown, expanded upon, and been nurtured to where you are 
today? Have there been many sparks along the way? As you move through the 
experiences this morning, we suggest you consider how the experiences and 
insights of your colleagues and peers might inspire and add to your journey; 
perhaps even creating new sparks, new ideas, and new collaborations.
These pauses to stop and to reflect and to learn within practice are valuable 
and essential - individually and collectively. As theory and research in learning 
demonstrates, the pause for examination, reflection, and articulation is integral to 
our continual growth as learners and educators. Within community, its impact is 
even stronger. 
As Patricia Cranton (2016) notes, “I wonder if we think enough about the 
importance of our learning and especially our transformative learning as 
practitioners. Through learning and development, we move away from a 
mechanistic kind of approach to selecting teaching techniques, we question our 
practice rather than repeating what we have done in previous sessions, and we 
become models for our learners” (p. 148).
Do relish this time together this morning – we, as educational developers, are 
very grateful for this opportunity to learn with you. And, we are very 
Welcome to this sparkTALKS 
event. It’s a wonderful opportunity 
to pause, to shift from teacher 
to learner, to celebrate our 
exceptional colleagues, and to 
enjoy the passion and innovation 
of a vibrant educational 
community. Enjoy the ideas and 
the inspiration.
Joan Condie 
Dean, Centre for Teaching and 
Learning
WELCOME
proud of the achievements of our faculty 
community. Congratulations to our Teaching 
and Learning Academy Graduates!
Warmest wishes,
Cherie Werhun 
Associate Dean, Teaching and Learning
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DR. TRENT TUCKER
Trent is an accomplished teacher and scholar, and 
has been recognized provincially with an OCUFA 
teaching award, and nationally with a STLHE/D2L 
Innovation Award in Teaching and Learning. His 
keynote address for SparkTALKS —”All roads lead 
from Sheridan” — begins with his first teaching 
experience as a professor in the Systems Analyst 
program at Sheridan in 1999. Many of the things 
Trent now does in his transformational teaching 
practice today can be traced back to that first 
classroom all those years ago. Join Trent as he 
explores the development and refinement of his 
ideas from his naïve teaching approach then to his 
still-evolving teaching practice now.
KEYNOTE
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TAKE YOUR TEACHING AND 
LEARNING TO NEW HEIGHTS 
AT SHERIDAN
PROGRAM
8:00  Registration & Breakfast ........................................Creativity Commons
8:45  Welcome .....................................................................Creativity Commons
9:00 Keynote: Dr. Trent Tucker .....................................Creativity Commons
9:45  Tech Tidbits ................................................................Creativity Commons
10:00  Break .............................................................................Creativity Commons
10:15  Teach Geek Sessions & Exhibits  ...............................................2nd Floor
11:15  Teach Geek Sessions & Exhibits ................................................2nd Floor
12:00  Lunch & TLA3 Grad Reception ............................Creativity Commons
HMC B-WING
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EXHIBITS 
PRESENTERS
Pauline Giovannetti 
Alexis Bruyns-Saraiva
Anne Cibola
Yasaman Jalali-Kushki
Marlene Santin
Susanna Spektor
Julianne DiSanto 
Jennifer Tate
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Notes:
An Eye on Visual Engagement
How can educators use 
presentation tools that increase 
engagement and satisfy the 
principles of UDL  to enhance 
content delivery?
ALEXIS BRUYNS-SARAIVA
Faculty of Applied Health and Community Studies
alexis.bruynssaraiva1@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
International Field Placement 
Orientation
In what ways is the International 
Field Placement Orientation 
presented to prospective students?
How can educators present this 
opportunity in a way that supports 
students and educators?
EXHIBITS
PAULINE GIOVANNETTI
Faculty of Applied Health and Community Studies
giovannetti.pauline@sherdiancollege.ca
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Exploring Perspectives of the 
Bachelor of  Early Childhood 
Leadership(BECL) degree 
program
Are both streams of the current 
BECL program meeting students’ 
expectations, creating leaders 
in early childhood, and meeting 
industry needs?
Notes:
Reading and Agency: 
Fostering Disciplinary Literacy
How can I minimize bottlenecks 
related to reading (and by 
extension, writing) in my History of 
Photography class? In what ways 
can I foster disciplinary literacy?
YASAMAN JALALI-KUSHKI
Faculty of Applied Health and Community Studies
Yasaman.jalali-kushki@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
EXHIBITS
ANNE CIBOLA
Faculty of Art, Animation, and Design
Anne.cibola@sheridancollege.ca
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MARLENE SANTIN
Faculty of Applied Health and Community Studies
marlene.santin@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
The Indigenous Education 
Enhancement Project Proposal
In what ways, if any, are 
Indigenous perspectives being 
integrated into new and existing 
curricula at Sheridan College?
SUSANNA SPEKTOR
Pilon School of Business
susanna.spektor@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
Flipped vs. Traditional: 
Positive and Negative Student 
Perceptions in a First Year 
Calculus Course
What are the positive and negative 
aspects of the flipped classroom? 
In what ways can I improve a 
teaching and learning module 
that uses the flipped classroom 
approach? 
EXHIBITS
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Assistive Technology in Play: 
Supporting a strength based, 
holistic view of children 
with disabilities through 
experiential learning
How can we provide a more 
holistic, strength-based view of 
the students we support rather 
than compartementalizing student 
success by academic skills and 
needs? 
JULIANNE DISANTO
Faculty of Applied Health and Community Studies
julianne.disanto@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
Check Your Privilege: 
Ocularcentrism, the limits 
of the visual, and critical 
strategies for classroom 
change
How do we, as educators, unlearn 
normalized ideas, assumptions and 
teaching practices about ability, 
and sight in particular? And, how 
do we create learning spaces that 
do not reproduce oppressive ideas, 
assumptions and practices?
JENNIFER TATE
Faculty of Applied Health and Community Studies
Jennifer.tate@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
EXHIBITS
sparkTALKS | 12
Notes:
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TEACH GEEKS 
PRESENTERS
B282
Ibrahim Balkir
Kathleen Cummins
Abdul Mustafa
Alexander Tetervak
B284
Nathaniel Barr
Matthew Dinian
Jessica Carey
Paul Veermesch
B282
Marcus Freeman
Jessica Merroli
Cathryn Oliver
Yuexin (Crsytal) Lei
B284
Alexander Babinski
David Hillman
Laura Kukkee
Benjamin Yankson
Jeff Pidsadny
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IBRAHIM BALKIR
Pilon School of Business
Ibrahim.balkir@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
Metaphor for Decoding the 
Introductory Accounting 
Bottleneck
How do instructors mitigate the 
students’ misperception regarding 
the double-entry system in 
accounting practice?
KATHLEEN CUMMINS
Faculty of Art, Animation, and Design
kathleen.cummins@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
Re-Framing Canons: Teaching 
Media History Through an 
Intersectional Lens of Gender
Why do current cinema canons 
continue to render invisible the role 
of women and people of colour in 
cinema history? What tools and 
resources can film scholars and 
media teachers deploy in order to 
address the overwhelming under-
representation of women and 
visible minorities in current cinema 
canons?
TEACH GEEKS
Session 1 | B282
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Applications of the principles 
of Understanding by Design to 
upgrading college Computer 
Science courses
Is it possible to build a general 
framework, based on pedagogical 
research, for developing and 
upgrading college Computer 
Science courses?
Notes:
Effect of missing classes in 
faculty of applied science and 
technology
What are the reasons for student 
failures and low grades? What 
impact does absenteeism and 
distraction have on grades?
ALEXANDER TETERVAK
Faculty of Applied Science and Technology
tetervak@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
TEACH GEEKS
ABDUL MUSTAFA
Faculty of Applied Science and Technology
Abdul.mustafa@sheridancollege.ca
Session 1 | B282
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NATHANIEL BARR
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
nathaniel.barr@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
Creativity and cognition in the 
classroom
How do researchers across 
cognitive psychology conceptualize 
autonomy and control in thinking, 
and what does this mean for 
teaching creativity?
MATTHEW DINIAN
Pilon School of Business
Matthew.Dinian@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
A Classroom Model for Critical 
Thinking
How do you teach critical thinking?
How do you encourage critical 
thinking?
TEACH GEEKS
Session 1 | B284
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Poetry & Poetics, a 4000-level 
Course for CW&P
How can I teach a 4000-level 
seminar course in Poetry and 
Poetics for the CW&P program at 
Sheridan?
Notes:
How can a FHASS elective 
give students the opportunity to 
make connections with various 
communities, reflect on their 
own membership in communities 
through theories of collective 
memory, and create a tangible 
artifact of that connection that is 
both personally meaningful and 
perhaps enables them to apply 
core skills of their home program? 
PAUL VERMEERSCH
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
paul.vermeersch@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
TEACH GEEKS
JESSICA CAREY
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Jessica.carey@sheridancollege.ca
Session 1 | B284
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MARCUS FREEMAN
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Marcus.freeman@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
Using Second-Language 
Learner Strategies to Improve 
Comprehension of Technical 
Language in Non-STEM 
Students
What tools can we use to assist 
students internalize the concepts 
and terminology of a complex 
discipline?
JESSICA MERROLI
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Jessica.merolli@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
Decolonizing College 
Electives: Teaching theory 
through narrative
How do we introduce theory to 
non-major students? How can 
we adapt our courses to new 
developments in the field within the 
constraints of the course outline?
TEACH GEEKS
Session 2 | B282
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Enhancing Learner 
Engagement through Active 
Learning and Formative 
Assessments in a Nursing Math 
Hybrid Course
What types of active-learning 
activities can be incorporated 
in face-to-face sessions to 
enhance learner engagement? 
What formative assessments can 
be integrated in the classroom 
setting?
CATHRYN OLIVER
Pilon School of Business
cathryn.oliver1@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
Project AXIS: Advertising: 
Experiential Innovation at 
Sheridan
How can we create the best 
innovative, dynamic and real 
world learning environment for 
the students in the Advertising 
& Marketing Communications 
Management program?
YUEXIN (CRYSTAL) LEI
Faculty of Health and Community Studies
yuexin.lei@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
TEACH GEEKS
Session 2 | B282
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ALEXANDER BABINSKI
Faculty of Applied Science and Technology
Alex.babinski@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
The effect of project-
based learning on student 
performance in Computer 
Science
Do final projects improve students’ 
learning and performance in 
Computer Science?
 
DAVID HILLMAN
Faculty of Applied Science and Technology
david.hillman@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
Creativity at Sheridan through 
collaboration of our many 
programs
How can we at Sheridan increase 
our creative potential by joining 
efforts with other programs?
TEACH GEEKS
Session 2 | B284
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Course Delivery Culture: 
Achieving Consistent Learning 
Outcomes Within the ISS 
Program
Are there inconsistencies in 
learning outcome, as a result of 
inconsistent course delivery due 
to the constraints in the use of 
information security resources, 
within the ISS program? 
Notes:
Studio Glaze Sample Boards – 
3 temperatures
What are test tiles?  Will having 
access to a wide range of fired 
glaze samples improve the 
student’s work in ceramics? Can 
we expand the vocabulary of glaze 
colours, textures and possible 
temperatures being used in the 
studio by providing a wide variety 
of glaze samples?
BENJAMIN YANKSON
Faculty of Applied Science and Technology
benjamin.yankson@sheridancollege.ca
Notes:
TEACH GEEKS
LAURA KUKKEE
Faculty of Art, Animation, and Design
Laura.Kukkee1@sheridancollege.ca
Session 2 | B284
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Notes:
JEFFREY PIDSADNY
Faculty of Art, Animation, and Design
Jeffrey.pidsadny@sheridancollege.ca 
Notes:
Flow, Pacing and Cadence
How might one plan, analyze, and 
iterate a flow curve in the search 
for quantifying “fun” in the context 
of quest design?
TEACH GEEKS
Session 2 | B284
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#sheridanCTL
